[Rasmussen's syndrome, an autoimmune disease].
Rasmussen's disease is an inflammatory, chronic and progressive brain disorder that usually presents with neocortical focal seizures resistant to conventional treatment and culminates in severe deterioration with hemiparesis, cognitive decline and aphasia. Viral infections and antibodies to the GluR3 receptor have been implicated in the physiopathology of this illness and T-cell mediation may play a role in the cerebral inflammatory process. Classical treatment consists of hemispherectomy of various magnitudes depending on cerebral involvement. The association between therapy-resistant epilepsy and autoimmune phenomena due to antibodies against glutamic acid decarboxylase (anti-GAD) have very recently begun to be studied. The discovery of this association led to a new focus and alternative therapies with immunosuppressors, immunoglobulins, steroids and plasmapheresis, alone or in combination, have begun to be tested with variable success. We describe a boy who was diagnosed in the early stages of Rasmussen's syndrome. He tested positive for anti-GAD antibodies and received treatment with immunoglobulins and steroids. After treatment the boy tested negative for anti-GAD antibodies and he remains asymptomatic after ten months.